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Editor’s Column

The National Commission for
Women again organized an interactive
session e evolve stralegies for getling
the long-pending Reservation Bill
ensuring 33% reservation for women
it Parlimment and State Assemblies
riassedl.

The fact 15 not withstanding Prime
Mimister’s repeated assurances and
continued lip-service by all political
parties 1o the cause of women's
reservation, the Bill has not been tabled
yetas the political parties tailed to reach

i ‘consensus’

However, it s quite obvious thal no

population, there are less than 10% of

the directly  elected national
representabives-only4s members of the
Lok Sabhas 542, are women. Even in
the Rajyva Sabha. where members are
appoimted and, therefore, can be more

casily chosen 1o represent a wide

WOMEN'S

RESERVATION
BILL

spectrum of India. only 28 of the 242
sewts gre held by women,

Till now, the law ministry has
prepared two drafts of the Bill. The first
envisages reservation of 33.3% seats for

33% tckers o women by parties and
perhaps even working for guotas in state
assemblies before the Lok Sabha

The Bill has been pending for more
than a decade now, in spite of the Fact
that such reservation exists ut the
Panchayat level. The Panchayatt Baj has
shown that given achance, women have
better
administrators, less corrupt and more

proved themselves  as
cificient and motvated than therr male

counterprts.

The mecting, thercfore, decided
to move the Govt. to place the Bill
in the Parliament in the (orthcoming

‘eservation for Women in the
rliament and State Assemblies
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\r the fmteractive session on Women s Reservation Bill (from Lefi) My, Java Jaitlev, My, Swmitra Mahajgan,
M. Brinda Karae, D Geivifa Vvas, M, Margarer Alva, De Moling Givd, D Ranjana Kuwinar

political party is keen (o ensure the
passiage of the Bill and the men in the
Parliament would alwavs backirack,
refusing o surrender their seats of power,
For, 11 the three major political polities
-the Congress. the BIP and the Left had
come together the Bill would have
become o reality long dgo,

The three parties wogether constitute the
two thirds ncgonty for passimg any Bill and
there wis no need For support from other
alliance pantners w pass the Bill.

It is imdeed a shame. that though
women constitute pearly 30% of the

women within the existing strength of

the two houses of Parliament. The
second calls for increasing the strength

of the two houses by 33.3%. But

consensus has been elusive on either of

the twao,

Various strategies that emanated
from the interactive session comprsing
MPs and women

women proups,

included rotation of seats. increasing

their number by 33.3% withoul
disturbing the existing seais. providing

sub quotas and double member seats,

hudget session and o discussion
should be held i the Parliament on
the Bill. Meanwhile, the MPs and the
representatives of the women's
groups would approach various
political parties to c¢ome (o a
Bill.
Admittedly, the Bill would not only

consensus 1o pass the

revolutionize electoral polities in
India but would be a harbinger of
social change,

ending age-old

gender-discrimination i the

political system,
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Protests against clients’ penalizatio

The heslth ministry has opposed the proposal 10 amend the Immoral Traffic
Prevention Act (ITPA) 1o bring clients under its ambit, rendering them liable 1o
imprisonment upto six months and a fine extending upto Rs, 30000 saving that it
would affect the AIDS control programme,

The Immoral Traffic Prevention (Amendment) Bill, moved by the women and
child development ministry, proposes to enhance the punishment for those involved
in human trafficking for sex, uand includes clients among the offenders. The health
ministry and National AIDS Control Orgamisation officials argued that 1f chients
were punished, it would encourage underaround sex work and that would act as a
major stumbling block n checking AIDS.

Al present, clients don't come under the purview of the Act. The proposed
amendment defines the client as a person whe visits or is found in a brothel. [t has
also anracted protests from NGOs, who have argued that the new amendments
would drive sex work underaround and eriminalize clients,

NCW intervention

The Nationa! Comumission [or Women ook up the case of a woman, who was
allegedly gangraped by the goons hired by her hushand, The NCW has asked the
Gavtam Budh Nagar pelice to register a criminal case against a dozen accused, The
wornan, a resident of Dadri, was repeatedly raped for not paying a dowry of Rs. 2 lakh,
She was confined o o house 1n Escort Colony and raped for fifteen days by the accused.

Six months ago her husband connived with the relatives and friends 1o get her
raped. After being assaulted for around six months, she was shifted to howuse in
Escort Colony where she was brutalized again.

Underprivileged girls to get 30% scholarship share

The Government has decided o reserve 30 percent of all sehool scholarships for girls
belonging 1o the minorty community, scheduled castes and scheduled ribes. Preference
wold be given 1o students from below poverty line Families, while awarding scholarships.

The eligibility enterta includes annual income of B8 two lakh and minimum 50
percent marks in the previous examination to avail of the scholarship scheme. The
zovernment has decided o give preference to families having lowest income in ascending
ander.

Students from BPL famulies will get first preference for the scholarship. Not more than
rwo students ina famaly will get the scholarship. However, the government wall not allow
migration of students from one institution to another except in exceptional circumstances.

The scholarship would be awarded 1o students studying in government higher
secondary schools und colleges, including residential schools and private institutions
recognized by the povernment. For conventional courses, the annual scholurship-amount
would be Rs. 7,000 whereas tor techmical and vocational courses, it would be Rs. 10,000,
Students will also get some money for buying books.

Smt. Renuka Chowdhury
Union Mimister for Women
and Child Development
released an NCW study
entitled ‘Shattered Lives'.
on women in custody at the
ITPO Exhibition at Pragati
Maidan.

. - o
Dr. Girifa Vvas (right) presenting the book as
M Anil Kumar, Secretary WO laoks on

Law panel against
death for dowry death

Cases

The law Commission has
recommended to the sovernment not
to prescribe capital punishment in
dowry death cases. However, i
favoured increasing the minimum
senlence from seven years to 10 vears
in such cases under Section 304-B
of the Indian Penal Cude.

The Law Commission said: “The
offence of murder is not the same
thing as the offence of dowry deiths,
Though death of a bride may be
common element in both the
offences, the absence of direct
connection between the husband and
the death of wife distinguished the
dowry death from the offence of
murder.”

However, the Commission sad
where a case of dowry death also fell
within the ambit of the offence of
murder, awarding death sentence
might be legally permissible. NCW,
which wanted death penalty in
extreme the
increase of mimimum sentence for
dowry death from 7 to 10} vears.

cases.  welcomed

Do you know?

According to a recent
UNESCO report India is among the
bottom {ive countries in South and
West Asia. when it comes 1o female
literacy rate. With a4 mere 47.8 per
cent female literacy rate, India sits
at the bottom fifth position with
countries like Pakistan, Nepal |
Bangladesh and Afghanistan at
more dismal positions,

According to  the data
presented in the report for the
period  between  1995-2005,
Bangladesh’s female literacy rate
is 40.8 percent. Pakistan's is 354
percent. Nepla's is 34.9, and
Afghanmistan's female literacy rate
is just 12.6 percent.

[ ]
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Workshop on

Domestic Violence

A two-day regional workshop on
Protection of Women under Domestic
Viclenow Act 2005 was organized by the
NOW in collaboration with Women's
Resource  and  Advecacy  Centre.
Chandigarh and the Lawyers Collective,
at the Punjab University,

apeaking on the occasion, NCW
Chairperson Dr. Giriga Vvas said that there
wils o need o spread more awareness aboul
Domestic Violence Act. which was aimed
at preventing homes from breaking up.

She said itowas o0 carly o ascenain
the success of the Act. "As many as 8,000
cases were registered since the Act came
intg existence. OfF these, the highest 3,444
have been in Rajasthan followed by |,077
in Kerala, The awareness in Punjab is less.

Sinee it is o eivil Act, it leaves more scope
that Eavmilies are not broken up, The couples
are mstewd counselled.”

Talking about NRI marriages. she said
steps were needed to be taken at the earliest
1o prevent explotaton ol gids and it was
important that the Indian Government
signed u protocol with the governments of
the US. the UK and Canada. which would
make iteaster w fight for the rights of girls.
She said that NCW has suggesied certain
medsures W the government [or helping
airls, wha are duped and abandoned by
the NRIs alter marriage. Enumerating
these, B Vyas said, "There should be
agencies. particularly in the US, the UK
and Canada, from where the parents can
enguire aboul the grooms, Embassies
should have a hst of newly married couples
and should enguire regularly about the
well being of girls. Passports should have
fingerprints. Priority should be given o
grant visy o the newly married girls.”

D, Wyas further informed that 34 new
laws Tor the protection of women were
being introduced this year, These laws
included protectiom of the memally sick
winmen, old-age women, Devdasis, ete,

She stressed that there was need for

stricl execution of fiws, sensilization of

the police and awareness among society
0 prevent exploitation of girls,
Addressing the workshop, NOW
Member Yasmeen Abrar spoke about the
activities and programmes of NCW and its
role tor safeguarding the rights forwomen,

5th Asian Women Parliamentarians'
and Minister's Conference

NCW Chairperson, Dr. Girija Vyas recently visited Beijing in China to
deliver the keynote address at the Asian Women Parliamentarians' and
Ministers’ Conference. She spoke on “violence against women and trafficking
of girls und women in the region-how education can make a difference.’

Later. she had a lecture meeting with the members of the civil society.
and the professors of the Universities. She also discussed issues regarding
violence against women with Ms. Nirupuma Rao. Indian Ambassador (o
China and Shri Vishnu Prakash, Consul General at Shanghai.

i | | l oy 2007115
R ! ' sucational EmPOWS" .
| E 27-28 Narf
| Beijing, the People’s

D Givifa Vives (top right) ar the sembnar and (Befow ) with othe delevates
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Important Dicisions

befure delivers SC 2 While divecting
the Union Government and all states
to continoe  with  the National
Matermity Benefit Scheme (NMBS),
the Supreme Couri has asked the
authorities 1o ensure that all BPL
Prﬂgn.’ll" wiamen gl."l E':lhll 'rl.‘\.‘\ihl'.ll'lL'e
B-12 weeks prior (o the delivery, It
alse asked the Cenire o ensure that
money earmarked for the scheme was
not utilized for any other purpose.

NCW team visits Nandigram

A four-member team of the National

Commission for Women visited a relief
camp @ Nandigram and spoke 1o uffected
women from the troubled areas, who
parrated their woes to the team

Ihe delegation, comprising Member

Malini Bhattacharya, Member Meeva
Konwar and others began 1ts tour with 4
stopover al CRPF's makeshift office al

Memhers' Visits

el ¥ MEUTO N & =y . % =
o HU relief tor Zivd wile even il 18t niol Member Malini Bhattacharva visiied All Bengal Women's Union, Kolkata, where a large
divorced A woman married to a man, number of rescoed gicls reside. including layantibala Das from oorth 24 Pargdnas and
whuo did not legally divorce his fiest Naina khatun from Farbesgung, Bibar Both the cuses are being monitored by MOW. The
wife is enttled o get muimtenance problems ol ather rescued givls were also discussed and iwas decided o write s letter o
from her husband. the Delhi High the Minister. Social Welfare, Later. she attended o meeting of women [rom the Panchayats
Count has said, The count in @ recent at Thukurpukur, Ms Bhattacharya also visited Tamluk and speke to the XM, 5P and the
judement keld, "Swuch a woman 10 regarding the rape of awoman in Nandigrom. She also vissted the ball-way Booe for
- s . L ’ y 5 .\ ek r i i - 1 i T Ak
should get all the benefits that 4 the mental patients | being m.\lnt.ulur:d by Sevac at Somai inSouth 24 Parganas ||.|L'|L
lesally wedded sevond wite 15 entitled were ahout 25 patients and apart from trealment they were also being involved in various
iF ¥ e :
T : roductive and cultural actevitigs, In Kolkata, Ms. Bhatfacharyva met the Law Mimster io
toe under the Hindo Marmage Act, il iz i : ] : e -
.z y discuss the progress made i the implementation of compulsory registratlon ol maniage
o Gsirls whove 18 have right to clope I ; : 3 CERES
(O the S C g iud ' in West Bengal. She was accompanied by the Chairperson and thie menmbers of the Wesi
SO 2 the Suprerie Court in a judgemen 1 ) m ;
: Ih i o Judge : Bengal Commuission for Women. The Minister tobd them thal some changes were being
E3 e | 0o Q 5 o1 : PRl 5 y .
siid Hhere s totiing wrong In & gir made 0 the rules and regulations of the existing Al in West Bengal 1o e followed by 4
eloping lo gel married according to comprehensive Marringe Bill. The noxt day, she inavgurated a fve-day workshop (or the
her choice if she has allained 18 years leaders of the sell-help groups in the district of Nodis amended by abour T20deleiates
the legal age of martiage. As for A ik
2 3 T ik i O R A
parents with duughters  of ermber Neeva Konwar went i sagar W
marringeable age, the court said, they attend dn awireness cemp ofganised by
cunnel (hredten, coerce or keep in Saptarshi Circle, o local NGO, which was i
i fr z . . H ol el = s o TRC BOCHLL
illezal confinement their davghters uttendegd by about ':m[f"”p!" ‘.‘h":p' ke about
the Presention of the Domestic Vielence At
who have crossed 18 years of age, 2 ; ;
. s and the Right o Information Acl. Later. she
o Ensore oateraity benefit 3 months . -

anended ‘a mecting of the seli-help groups
organised at Guwahatn, She spoke about the
economie upliftment of women through e &
credit scheme and variops schemes ol e
Ceneral wovt, through Natonol Ruoral
Emplovimen Guarantee Ack At Nasalind. Ms
Komwar attended o two-dity national semindr
on women on the theme " Towards New
Horizon™, Sheappealed to the Naga women tecreate awaneness i the villages about women's
righis and varous schemes available for therr wel fare, She also lunched the "Chalo Gaon ke
Cire! programme and released the book “Meera didi se pucho™,

o
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M, Komvear (efuvd frow lefi) ar the
1'!.'JlfN?1|.'.[’r'r.ll(’.'h' SERTINGE

Member Mirmala Venkatesh, visited the [NG
Wyvsya Finuncial Services' office al
Basavanagudi following suicide of Shailaja
Praveen. a retall and sales team lender. Mrs.
Venkatesh was nol satisfied with the Bank's
statements and demanded that the aceused
involved in her soicide be handed over w
the police, She said that the Commission
would summon the Charman and MD For

lurther questioning. Mrs, Venkatesh talking to the Bank Sraff

i
Mr. Paul Hunt, the UN special rapporteur alongwith a delegation of three officials

visited the Commission and interacted with the Chairperson, the Members and officers of
MNOW onthe right of evervone w enjoyment of the lighest attainable standard of physical
and mental health.

Nundigram police station and spoke o the
paramilitary Force's DG 1o have an "exact
wea” of the ground situation.

e WNCW members then went o the
reliel camp al Brygamohan Tiwan
Sikhshavatan and spoke 1o the women,
whose husbands had died during the
earlier disturbances or wereanissing after
the recent violence.

— 1

The UN delegation iteracting with the NCW Chairperson and the Member-Sepretary.

for further information visit our website at ; www. new.nic.in
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