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Editor"s Column

A 20-venr-old tribal woman in
Birbhim district of Wesi Benpal has
been gang-quped and brutalized by 13
men, allegedly wi the order of a Salishi
Sabha, 0 community body, the states
equivalent of Khap Panchavats. which
are notorous for being o law onto
themselves, And what was the woman's
crime? She dared o choose her partner
from u differem community. For this
trunsgression, the Sabha imposed a fine
of Rs: 50,0600 on the family. When the
woman's family failed oo pay the fine,
she was sexually assaulved at the behest
of the Salishi Sabha.

The West Beagal meadent mirrims
the awlul decrees of the Khap
Panchayats in Haryama, which stmilardy
punish any iransgression of caste lows
thrpugh social ostracism, imtimidation
and even murder.

Though 13 persons, including the
head of Salishi Sabha named m the FIR
hive been awmesied, us long s such extra
constitutional authorities have the
uppnqu of the Eow makers, there would
not be any let upin such institutionalized
atrocities, By opposing inter-casie
IEATFIEEES OF MIMTIAg: AmOng parnners

Kangaroo
Courts
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belonging 1o the sine gotras, the dikiats
also restrict & waornans fundimenial richi
to femile autonomy, mobility and
freedod of choice.

Deeply concerned by the incident.
the NCW ook suo moto cognizance of
the case and a team led by Chuirperson
Mamiz Sharma visited Birbhwm districi
10 engoire nte the maoer. The

Chairpersan deprecated the lackadmsical
approach ol the state povernment
towardds repeated crimes against women
she sl unless sinct action was Liken
ngainst the culprins amd o strong message
went that such Kangaroo cours have no
place inca democrang sockely, similar
stracities would continue

Clearly, the culprits —are
embaldened by police apathy and lock
of povernmentil sénsitrvity fo the plight
of those. who are wronged by village
elders becuuse they do nog conform 10
the shscuraniisl principles of caste and
gotra with regard (0 maminge. Unless,
these crimes are investiguted and
proseculed with- considerabie zeal and
the perperrators tried and sentenced m
Fist frack coutts within o stpulated tinme
fenme, incidents such ax these woukd
continee 1o récur o our eternal shanme.

Foundation Day of the National Commission for Women

The National Commussion for Women recently celebrited

its 22nd Foundation Dy in the premises of the Commission in
New Delhi. Commission's Members, officers. staff and
representatives of the media were present

speaking on the occasion, Chudrperson Mumia Shiarma said
that it was not possible for NCW to do much alone. All of us
must work wgether for the upliftment and empowerment of
womet bul she also arged women 1o be aware of women-related
baws and their nghts, Addressing the media, Ms. Sharma also
mentioned a few of the achievements of the Commission during
her twi anid half year’s tenure; The Commissien had worked o
close cooperation with the State Commissions, generated
ilwireness among women and also recommended changes in
laws relating to rape, sexual barassment a workplace, acid atack,
stalking ete, and on many other atrocities committed agamst
WIHKE,

Chairpersont foemen | alorg with NCW Members displaving the
tparkdet redeaiaeed om the ocoaston,

A booklet ennmerating some of the schievements of the last two anid half years of the Commission was alio rebeased on the

OCCasion.,
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Chairperson’s Page

# Ms. Mamta Sharma was the Chief Guest at the
inauguration of 4 workshop on "Prevention of Sexual
Harassment a1 Workplace™, organized by the National
Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) at NOIDA, While
delivering the keynoie address, she said that the topic
was very refevant in today’s scenario when & large number
of wamen were joining the workforce, Speaking on
women-related issues, she said, women have a right (o
work in a safe environment and enjoy cqual pay, benefis
and opportunities for advancement. Sexual harassment
at workplace infringes on the fundamental right of &
woman to gender equality as guaranteed by Article 14 of
the Constitution of India and right to lite o live with
dignity under Article 21. which includes right 1o a safe
environment. free from sexual harassment.

M5 Mamin Sharo adidmessing the workshop, Siiing on the
s i frenm Jefi) e Cheerie WollK e, D Avige Rov Ol

e My Marira Sharma

r Charm WaliKhanna, the Guest of Honour made &
presentiation on prevention of sexudl harassment at
workplace and shared the details of the Supreme Court
guidelines on the Act, She reiterated that every

organization is required to constitute an internal
complaints committee for effective redressal of gnevances
of women. The publication of MCW titled “Do Not Fear,
Bear, Admit™ and NCW wallet book were distributed
among the participants followed by an interactive session
in which participants shared therr experiences. Dr. Arup
Roy Choudhury, the Chairman and Managing Director
NTPC and Dircctor {HR) Shri ULP. Pani addressed the
sathering. Also on the dais were Ms, Arundhati
Bhattacharya, GM and Chairperson of sexual harassment
committes and Ms. Gitika Shiv, General Manager.

£ Ms, Mamtn Sharma s a special guest attended the
Graduation Ceremony of Shishukunj International School
lor the batch of Class 12 st Indove. Speaking on the
occasion, Ms, Sharma appealed to the students to develop
a sense of patriotism, be respectful 1o elders and also be
responsible future citizens of India. Commenting on the
security of the state, she said that women were unsafe in
Madhya Pradesh and the police ought io keep round the
clock vigil. She stressed upon the need 10 create awirencss
among the students al school level and holding
sensitization programmes for police personnel,
Expressing concern about the safety of women working
in corporate offices, Ms. Sharma said that the authorities
should ke responsibility of women working late hours
and each organization must have & complaints commilles
as per the Yishaka guidelines. Later, the Chairperson and
Prof. Rishikesha T. Krishnan, Director 1IM Indore,
presented degrees to the students,

# The Chairperson held a public hearing at the circuit
house at Udaipor in Rajasthan. She said. most of the cases
were related to dowry harassment or extra marital affairs,
and domestic violence, She said she would write to the
concemed authoritics for taking appropriste action, Later,
telking to the media, she said trafficking of women and
girhs was becoming a rampant practice in Mewar,
Banswara and Dungerpur areas. To combat this menace,
besides police, the NGOs and social insttutions and the
meedia must tike active inttiative. She said that she would
write to the central povernment for land o constroct
shelter homes for the widows in Udaipur,

Important Decisions

@ NCW created history for the cause of gender justice, when the Supreme Court admined NCW's cummtive petition in
a dowry harassment case, the second 1o have ever been allowed by the apex court. Reversing its carhier verdict, the
Supreme Coart held that allegations against & woman kicking her daughter-in-law or threatemng her with divorce would
come within the meaning of “croelty™ w/s 498A of IPC, punishable with a three-year maximum jinl term, besides fine,

®  The Ministry of Rural Development have provided Rs. 1400 crore subsidized loan to wamen self-help groups in
rural India. Nearty 3 percent interest subvention given to women will be effective on loans up 10 3 lakhs tken ilter | st
April, 2012, The move would benefit a farge number of women SHGs in Odisha, Jharkhund. Utiar Pradesh. Madhya

Pradesh, Bihar, Chattisenrh and Andhra Pradesh.
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Interactive Meeting between NCW and State Women Commissions

The National Commission for Women organized a
National Conference of State Women Commissions in
collaboration with Andhra Pradesh State Commission for
Women in Hyderabad. The Chasrpersons/Members/Member
Secretaries from 15 stiates had participated in the Conference.

Speaking at the inaugural session, Member Adv. Nirmala
Samant Prabhavalkar requeested State Women Commissions
tee be more active in persuing women-related issues. She
expressed concem over increasing violence against women
in the country.

NCW Member Secretary Nandita Chatterjee set the
theme of the conference and reiterated the need for
convergence of the roles and functions of NCW and Stite
Commissions, The State Commissions reguestéd NCW 1o
tuke responsibility of negotisting with the Central and State

govvts. 1o inftiate policies to implement the recommendations .
af the conference. My Prabhavelbar eddressing the workshope Sirtdng on e

: : 1 dals (from tefr) Mso Sianitg Kieeana, Mz VR Triperana
The conference concluded with a vote of thanks by Ms. Mi. Manditg Charrerfee, Me Chivagiv: Chegiafaon

Sunita Khurana, Joint Secretary, NCW,

& NCW Member My, Sheming Shafiq snended sconsultairon
mecting oa “Strengthening institutional mechanisms 1o actualize
women's rights” in New Delhi, 1o prepare a report highlighting
the statais 6F women in the country, @ The Member chaired an
gxpert commities meeting on vielence agpninst wonsen belonging
1 minonty comn anities and the reed for widespread awareness
of their rights and uplifment through empowerment. @ Ms.
Shafig chaired a technical session on “Law and women st
workplace - organized sectionfunorganized sector” al Amity
Law Schood, The paricipents discussed issues such us domeste Ay Shaming Shafig addressing the PACE Natfornl Comsoliation
violence, womren and sexual ¢rimes and dowry, siressing on

the peed for seasitization of judicinl officers and police personnel. @ The Member visited Hyderabad to attend the All India
Minorities public meet und discussed representation of minority candidates in potitical parties, comminal violence bill, establishment
of infarmation centres and overall development in the status of minonty women, @ Ms. Shafig attended o roundiable mesting on
“Making Delhi a Safer City: Views from the North East” in New Defhi. The programime was stiended by students from various
eminent universities. @ Poorest Areas Civil Society (PACS) und Partecipatory Research Asia organized a National Consultation
om “Strengthenme Statiory Institutions for Socially Excluded Groups” in New Delhi. @ The Member paricipated in the session
on “Status of Women Commissions in India” to provide recommendations for possible wiy forwand,

% Member Nirmala Samant Prabhavalkar was the Chief Guest at 4 programme organized hy Shri Rahul Jogi, convenar, Dr
Ambedkar Nav Nirman Samiti at Shamii in UP, The Member discossed the problems women faced due o non availability of
pension given by the Uttar Pradesh government as well as police strocities on wome and the apathy of administrition, @ The
Member addressed the Bar Association at Kairana in UP. The lawyers raised the question of o separate court for wemen becnuse
their cases were often being transterred from their town 1o other cines. The Member assured them abaut NCW's intervention in
the natter, @ The Member was a goest speaker @t 4 conference organtred by Press Information Bureau ot Chandigarh, The
Member urged the media to be sensitive while handling women-related issues, @ Later, Ms, Prabhuyvalkar visited Burail Medel
Tasl (Wormen Cell) and sent recommendutions (o the state government. @ The Member participated as the Chiel Gusest at 4
programme “Celebriting Womanhood”, organized by Shivagi College, m New Delhn.
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% NOCW Member Hemlata Kherin visited district jail ot
Pratepgarh in Rajasthun and met the female inmates. She tfound
the concdition of the female wards deplorable. She recommended
giving legal wid, vocational traming and counselling for women
prisomers. @ The Member visited the tribal belt at Suhogpura
vilkizge at Udaipur in Rajasthan and discussed issues like child
miarmmge, dowry, witchonl, female foeticide, educarion for
oirls, and availability for todlets, water, medical facility amd
virdence against women, ® She also visited Khamnor Panchayat
and Cdha Panchawat in Rebwara block atong with CRPOYBINY
P, She met vallage woomen and sacpischand distossed women
related ssues. ® The Member along with social activists,
govermment officials and a team from Ummang Pariners visited,
Drulhin Bazar 1w stady the condition of women in: Bihar. She
also visited the poorest villages of the srea like Ivan Khan, Lala Mewmber Kherig wirk tive villagerys of Musalar commmuriiy
Bhaktam and Hadi Chak, which are popuolated by poor dalits, ar fyan Knon Viliege

miaha dalits and onoschables. @ Ma, Kheria visited Kasturba Gandhi Vidyalaya for dalic girks and interacied with ihe students 1o
know their problems, ® The Member was the Chiel Guest ot a seminar on “"Women, Law and Violence: Challenges and Future
Prospects”, at Patnn. She stided that active participation of women in utilizmg legal system and laws can be a way out from viokent
relationships. She emphasized that education and awareness were the peed of the hoar,

¢ NOCW Member Mz, Charu WaliKhanna was the Chief
Cruest of the muupucation of “Parm Lepal Troining™ orgamzed
by Citizen’s Right Trust, of S Zaviers in New Delhi. @ She
wis the Chief Guoest at the prize distribution function of a debate
competition organized by M. Afzal Wani, Dean, USLLS in New
Delhi, ® D Walikhanna was the Chief Guest af @ one day
copsultution on “Strengthening Institutional Mechanisms 1o
Actualize Women's Rights™ in New Delhi. @ She was also the
Chief Guestut the NCW legal awareness programme for women
orgunized by Mahila Prayes Jagrin Mission in New Delhi. She
urged the paricipants to be oware of lows far protection of
wamen in order to fight for their rights. @ The Member was the
Chiel Guest ot the workshog ca “Capacity buglding of Judicil
and Police Oflicials on Proper Implementation of Wonsen e '

Related Laws” organized by Amity Law Schood ol NOIDA. Wennen arteniling Lepa! Awareness Progeam fn New Delii
Delivering the keynode address, she said thal judiciary and the

police were Lhe two most impaortan] insttulions (o ensure proper implementation of the rele of Tiw, ® Dr. Walikhanna stiended a
national consultation on “nclusion of Persons with Disshilities in Bevelopment Processes” ofginized by Solution Exchange for
Gender Community and CBM India mt WHO Regional Office for South Asia. in New Delhi.

Enquiries Undertaken by the Commission

@ Member Shamina Shatig visited Birbhum m West Bengal to enguire in1o an incident wherein a young woman
from & tribal community was gang-ruped by 13 men as punishment for a relationship with & man from another
community, The enquiry committee was headed by NCW Chairperson Ms, Mamita Sharma with Ms. Malini
Bhattacharya as a team member.

@ Member Shamina Shafig and two others visited Raipur district at Sonipat in Haryana to enguire into the alleged
rape of a minor girl in a school. A detailed report with recommendations has been snbmitied,

® Dr Chary WaliKhanna visited Bhopal as Chairperson of an enquiry committee to enguire inlo a complaini
regarding sexual harassment of students and staff at NIFT in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.

for further information visit our wehsite af - WWW.Nnew.nic.an
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