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Editor’s Column

[n the wake of alarming rse of
heinous crimes committed by
juveniles against women, the Lnion
Minister for Women and Child
Development Smi. Maneka Gandhi
said, she was seeking an amendment
to the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act, 2000 1o
ensureg stringent punishment to
Juveniles accused of most brutal
erimes like rape, murder and acid
attack and should be mied as adults
in regular courts.

As per the figures given by the
Crimes Records Bureau in 2013,
there was a 60% increase in rape
committed by juveniles from 131610
2012 to 2074 in 2013, Two of every
three rapes by juveniles m 2013 were
by those in the age group of 16 to 15,

Yor, recently, the Mumbai Jovenile
Justice Board has sent two underage
rapists of a photojournalist and »
telephone operator at Shakt Mills to
1 years in Reformatory School .
Earlier, in spite of the nation wide
outrage, the 17-vear old, who gang-

| Juvenile Justice

FOCUS

L Act

raped and killed 2 medical student in
the most homendous manner was 100
sgnt to 3 reformatory home.

In this context, the National
Commission for Women supports
Mancka Gandhi's view that juvemiles,
who commit crimes like ripe and
murder, must he treated at par with
adults and also reiterates & Supreme
Court observation that there cannot be
“blanket immunity” for undeérage

pffenders:of senous crimes. In other
words the gravity of the crime must
match the gravity of pumishment.
However, what is necessary 15 that the
Aet must incorporane n case by case
dealing of the offences and the
Juvemile Justice Bourd must be siven
the authority to determine whether to
deal lemiently with juveniles
committing petty crimes or refer to
regular courts, crimes relating to
murder, rape or a répeat offence. In
view of the changing times, another
sugpestion could be that the age of a
juvenile could be reduced to 16 from
the present |% yvears and the period
spent in o comectional home could be
substantially increased. All these
faceis necd careful consideration and
comprehensive debate before a final
decision can be taken on this issue.

Chairperson visits State Crime Record Bureau, West Bengal

NCW Chairperson Ms; Mamta Sharma held a meeting with DGP West Bengal and other senlor officers Lo discuss
rise in crimes agaimst women in West Bengal | specially, repeated cases of rape of minor girls. She urged that police
officers at the police station level be tramed to deal with victims with sensitivity and said for this purpose extensive
training and awareness pregrammes need to be taken up at the level of OCs, Cls and officers at lower levels.

The DGP mentioned that extensive sensitization programimes have been undertaken for officers and men across
the ranks and clarified that there has been a decling in the number of rape cases and kidnapping in West Bengal . The
Chairperson was informed that teafficking of women was one of the major problems of the state and the police have
given high priority with regard to amresting the traffickers. The Chairperson drew attention against cyber crimes
against women and suggested tuking strict aetion agamst the culprits: She appreciated the “Kanyvasree™ project of the
Government of West Bengal for preventing child marriage and encouraging education among girls.

Status of Complaints received in June, 2014

Complaints Received in Writing

Manth Opening balance Complaints Mumber of complaints on Comgplainis
{ Pendimg of received which action taken pending for achion
previous month) Previous Current
June 2014 (i 2491 0l 2476 22

The Commission took up suo moto cognizance of 22 cases
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NCW Visits Nagaland

The Nagaland State Commizsion
for Women organized a discussion on
Naga customary practices at Kohima
in association with the Govermiment of
Magaland. NCW Chairperson Ms.
Mam:a Sharma and Members
Laldingliani Sialo and Nirmala Samant
Prabhavalkar graced the event.

Speaking on the occasion, Ms,
Shorma siwessed the importance of a
strong Stale Commmission in Magaland
so that the body could exerose effectve
owversight in governmenl in letms of
women rights. Ms. Sharma explaimed
the mandate of NCW to uphold
constitutional and legal safeguards for
women, reviewing of laws.
administeative structure and judicial
processes. She said that women must
be given opportunily o participate in
decision-making processes of elected
governments al various fevels and
Magaland must implement the
MWagaland Municipal Act which
provides 33% of urban elected scats for
wiomen,

Addressing the pathening, Member
Laldinghani Siado said that the position
of Maga women stood challenged under
the customary. laws, which cutting
across all tribes, benr commonality in
denying women - rights of succession,
disadvantaged position in-divorce and

My Mamia Sharenr addressime the patherime. Siving on the daiy (fronr Tefiy
Momber Pridhiovalbar Wember Saiiln.

cosual or callous approach (o crimes
againsl women. lo change ths
scennrio; it would require o change of
mindset deeply rooted i patriarchy,
Nuga elders must step in 1o safeguard
the rights of women guaramieed by
Indean Constitution,

Member Bamant
Prabhavalkar sand that customs were
uselul when the rule of law was not
known but now we have the rule of law
and tradition must give way 1o-codified
laws, The dizcussion was followed by
interactive session, where the
Chairperson and Members fielded
questions from the participants.

Later, NCW held an interactive
session with women of the southern
Angami sreas in Viswema village

MNirmnla

council hall. Women from 13 Angami
villages participated and shared their
problems in undertaking economic
pclivities, They pomted out that due to
leck of marketing shed and cold storage
facilities most of the vepetable and fruit
products go to waste and requested
the Commission to intervene with the
authoritics.

Meanwhile, the women of the
area also sad better facilities were
needied in connectivity, health centres,
water storaege, solar lighting, loan
facilities, widow fimds and training in
food preservation

The NCW delegation also visited
the women's wing of the Kohima
Districe Juil, There was only one lady
inmate, who said she was happy with
the facilibes provided o her,

NCW Chairperson inaugurates Women’s Rights Stall at Puri

MCW Chairperson Ms, Mamia Sharma inaugurated a
Women Rights Stull near Badasankha at Purt, She said the
MWW stall during the famous Rath yatrn st vear had been a
big suceess and it would be continued in all ensumng vears.
The stall had been set up at the initiative of head of “Honour
for Women" national campaign and recipient of Stree
Shakti puraskar 2013, Manast Pradhan,

Later, audipvisual shows depicting the role of the NCW
in empowering women were displayed for thousamds of
vesilors. Besides, several other evenls on women’'s rights,
poeiry reciation, quiz and debates had been lined up at the
stall. Visitors also filed their complaints at the NCW stall,

- e —

= .3 p 2 .
The Cholreperson tpeaking at the- Womien Righex: Sl
Mimisl Proohe {5 on fer fofl,

Rashira Mahila, July 2014



Seminar in Shimla

NCW in colleboration with the Himachal Pradesh State Commission for Woanen organrzed a national semmar on *Wornen and
Development in Himaloyan Mountain Bepion: [sspes & Concerns™ in Shimla. Innugurating the programme, Dr Virbhadm Singh, Chiel
Minister of Himachal Praclesh mentioned the new schemes for women annoimced by the Himachal government 1o empowser them. Dr. DR,

Shandil, Minister Social Justice and Empowerment discussed the
probiems faced by women of Himalayan Mountain region,

Speaking on the occasion, NCW Chairperson Mamita Sharmn
elaborated on the initiatives taken by NCW o address women's
15505, Shie said that there was need to educate women sbout rules
and fnws so that they become sware of their rights, She said it was
noceszary 1o curb socel evils like female foetscide, child mamages,
domestic vielenee, etc,

Member Hemlata Eheria in ber imroductony address said that
the probéem of women in Himachal were different from that of other
regions of the country as most of the population lives m villuges,

Sithrg o the dais. My, Jenak Chandel, My, Mamia Sharma, Dy
Firbhaoter Sk, D DR Siandel aned K, Hemloto Khevia

which has no link with the aities. As most women work m agrculture, therminor gerls are Jefl ot home to loek after househod chores, They

are 1ef st 1o school ths creating o vicious cirele of imnorance,

Earlicr, Smit, Jenab Chandel, Chamrperson HF State Commission for Women delivered the welcome address and introduced issmes
reluting fo the problems of mountain women, Later, experts, scholurs, educationists participated in a panel discussion suggestng some
dsble recommensdatoms. Therecommendutions would be sant by KOW 1o concermed muthontics.

Seminar on Gender Violence

A national seminar sponsored by NCW on “Gender
WViolence and its Ipact on Women Life Cyole with Respect
tor Dowry System in Indin ™, was held a1 Jaipur in Rajasthan.

Delivering the inaugural address, NCW Chairperson Ms
Mumta Sharma underscored the importance of sensitization
of the police and the justice delivery agencies because the.
attitude of the male police officers towards women victims
of crime has always been biased and their complaints are
usitally misreported or downgraded, Later, representatives
of NGOs, scholars from vierious umiversities discussed gender
violence and dowry and suggosted possible romedial
measures. Apart from students from varous universities; the
participants also included women from rural villages, who
shured their problems, particularly, related to dowry.

NCW received a complaint from o woman resident
of Ghaziabad in TP with regard (o domesiic violence
and dowry harazsment, The case was referred 1o the
concetned police for subinission of action taken report,
After intervention of Member Shaming Shafig. during
the second hearing, hoth parties consented for mutual
divorce and agreed to return the Stree Dhan and other
helongings of the complamant, Duning the last hearing,
the car given during mariage, was handed over to the
complainant.

Clhairperson Mamia Sharma (fcenirel of the semiiar
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Members® Visits

% Mcmber Shamina Shafiq attended 8 programme on
“Empowerment of Women" orgamzed by the Matonal
Forum for Peoples Rights at 51. Thomas School, Gurgaon
Speaking on the occasion, she stressed that NGOs should
come forward and help in achieving this goal. @ Ms.
Shafiq attended a national conference on “Voice of the
Victims' of Acid Attack™. She said that very often family
members were responsible for the acid attacks. She urged
that there should be & law to ban sale of acids in the open
market. She suggested instead of wating for government
assistance, the priorities of their families should be to give Member Shaming Shafiq (contrel at the Conference
best possible medical aid at the earliest to the victim, The P i At

seminar came out with some recommendations which would be sent 1o the central government for further action.
@ The Member visited Gulbarga jail and inspected the women cell of the jail. The women complained about the
seepage on the roof of the cell and demanded appointment of a permanent lady medical officer.

& NCW Member Dr. Charu WaliKhanna attended a two-
day-workshop on sexual harassment sl workplace
organized by the CBI Academy, in collaboretion with UN
women at Ghaziabad, Speaking on the occasion, she said
it was imperative that Chairpersons and Members of the
Internal Complaint Committees be trammed on how o
eonduct such an enquiry. She stressed on the duties of the
employers to provide safe working environment at the
workplace and enguiries must be conducted in o non-
threatening stmosphere of mutual trust and respect for each
other, Each party must be given a chance to speak and
wornen should not be penalized 1f they register complaints
® Dr. WaliKhanna was the Chief Guest at NCW national
seminar on violence against women mainly focusing on !
safety of women at Public places and Education Centres [y WoliKhavena, Member, NCW ar Workshop on Frevention of
organized by Heal India at Patna. @ Dr. WaliKhanna also Sexual Harassment ot Workplace in Private Sector tn Pune
attended a programme jointly organized by Voith Industries Pvt. Ltd. And Maharashtra Chamber of Commerce and
Industries on prevention of sexual harassment at work place at public sectors in Pune. Speaking on the occasion, the
Member enumerated the salient features of Act and said that sexual harassment at work place infringes on the
fundamental nght of a woman to gender equality,

Enquiries undertaken by NCW

< Ms. Hemlata Kheria chaired an enguiry committee comprising Ms. Mansi Pradhun to enquire into 2 media repont
titled “Murder of a girl student afier gang rape”™, at Balugaon District, Odisha and also into another newspaper report
titled “Pipli minor girl raped for three months ™,

% Dr Charu WaliKhanna s Chairperson of an enguiry committee visited Jhajjar to enguire into an alleged incident of
abduction and gang-rape of a girl by five men and two police persons.

for further information visil owr website af | www.new.nic.in
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In the wake of alarming nse of
heinous crimes committed by
juveniles against women, the Union
Minister for Women and Child
Development Smt. Maneka Gandhi
said, she was seeking an amendment
to the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act, 2000 1o
ensure stringent punishment o
Juveniles nccused of most brutal
erimes like rape, murder and acid
attack and should be mied as adults
in regular courts.

As per the fipures given by the
Crimes Records Bureau in 2013,
there was a 60% increase in rape
commatted by juveniles from 1316 in
2012 to 2074 in 2013, Two of every
three rapes by juveniles im 2013 were
by those in the age group of 16 o 18,

Yor, recently, the Mumbai Jovenile
Justice Board has sent two underage
rapists of a photojournalist and »
telephone operator at Shakti Mills to
1 years in Reformatory School .
Earlier, in spite of the nation wade
outrage, the 17-year old, who gang-
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raped and killed = medical student in
the most horendous manner was oo
sgnt to 3 reformatory home.

In this context, the National
Commission for Women supports
Mancka Gandhi's view that juveniles,
who commit crimes like rape and
murder, must be treated at par with
adults and also reiterates & Supreme
Court observation that there cannot be
“blanket immunity™ for underage

pffenders:of senious crimes. In other
words the gravity of the crime must
match the gravity of pumishment
However, what is necessary 15 that the
Aet must incorporate n case by case
dealing of the offences and the
Juvemile Justice Board must be siven
the authority to determine whether to
deal lemiently with juveniles
committing petty crimes or refer to
regular courts, crimes relating to
murdler, rape or 4 repeat offence. In
view of the changing times, another
sugpestion could be that the age of a
Juvenite could be reduced to 16 from
the present |% vears and the period
spent in o correctional home could be
substantially increased. All these
faceis necd careful consideration and
comprehensive debate before a final
decision can be taken on this issue.

Chairperson visits State Crime Record Bureau, West Bengal

NCW Chairperson Ms; Mamta Sharma held a meeting with DGP West Bengal and other senior officers Lo discuss
rise in grimes against women in West Bengal . specially, repeated cases of rape of minor girls. She urged that police
officers at the police station level be tramed to deal with victims with sensitivity and said for this purpose extensive
training amnd awareness pregrammes need to be taken up at the level of OCs, Cls and officers at lower levels.

The DGP mentioned that extensive sengilization programimes have been undertaken for officers and men across
the tanks and clarified that there has been a decling in the number of rape cases and kidnapping in West Bengal . The
Chairperson was informed that teafficking of women was one of the major problems of the state and the police have
given high priority with regard to amesting the traffickers. The Chairperson drew attention against cyber crimes
against women and suggested tuking strict setion agamst the culprits. She appreciated the “Kanyasree™ project of the
Giovenment of West Bengal for preventing child marriage and encouraging education among girls.

Status of Complaints received in June, 2014

Complaints Received in Writing

Manth Opening balance Complaints Mumber of complaints on Comgplainis
{ Pending of received which action taken pending tor action
previous month) Previous Current
June 2014 (i 244 0l 2476 22
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NCW Visits Nagaland

The Nagaland State Commizsion
for Women organized a discussion on
Naga customary practices at Kohima
i assaciation with the Government of
Nagaland. NCW Chairperson Ms.
Mam:a Sharma and Members
Laldingliani Sialo and Nirmala Samant
Prabhavalkar graced the event.

Speaking on the occasion, Ms,
Sharma siressed the importance of a
strong State Commission in Nagaland
so that the body could exerowse effectve
oversight in governmenl in letms of
women rights. Ms. Sharma explained
the mandate of NCW to uphold
constitutional and legal safeguards for
women, reviewing of laws.
achmimisteative structure and jodicial
processes. She sawd that women must
be given opportunily o participate in
decision-making processes of elected
governments al vanous levels and
Magaland must implement the
MWagaland Municipal Act which
provides 33% of urban elected scats for
wiomen,

Addressing the pathering, Member
Laldinghani Siado said that the position
of Maga women stood challenged under
the customary. laws, which cutting
across all tribes, benr commonality in
denying women - rights of succession,
disadvantaged position in divorce and

My Mamia Sharenr addrescine the patherime. Siving on the daiy (fronr Tefiy
Momber Priabravalkar Wember Saiin.

casual or callous approach (o crimes
against women. o change ths
scennnio; it would require o change of
mindset deeply rooted in patriarchy,
Nuga elders must step in 1o safeguard
the rights of women guarantecd by
Indean Constitution,

Member Bamanl
Prabhavalkar sand that customs were
uselul when the rule of law was not
known but now we have the rule of law
and tradition must give way 1o-codified
laws, The dizcussion was followed by
interactive session, where the
Chairperson and Members fielded
questions from the participants.

Later, NCW held an interactive
gession with women of the southern
Angami areas in Viswema village

MNirmnla

council hall. Women from 13 Angami
villages participated and shared their
problems in undertaking econoimic
pclivities, They pomted out that due to
leck of marketing shed and cold storags
facilities most of the vepetable and fruit
products go to waste and requested
the Commission to intervene with the
authorities.

Meanwhile, the women of the
area also smd better facilities were
needid in connectivity, health centres,
water storaee, solar lighting, loan
facilities, widow funds and training in
food preservation

The NCW delegation also visited
the women's wing of the Kohima
Districe Juil, There was only one lady
inmate, who said she was happy with
the facilibes provided o her,

NCW Chairperson inaugurates Women’s Rights Stall at Puri

MOW Chairperson Ms, Mamia Sharma inaugurated a
Women Rights Stull near Badasankha at Purt, She said the
MWW stall during the famous Rath yatrn st vear hind been a
big suceess and it would be continued in all ensumng vears.
The stall had been set up at the initiative of head of “Honour
for Women" national campaign and recipient of Stree
Shakti puraskar 2013, Monast Pradhan,

Later, audipvisual shows depicting the role of the NCW
in empowering women were displayed for thousands of
vesilors. Besides, several other evenls on women's rights,
poetry recitation, quiz and debates had been lined up at the
stall. Visitors also filed their complaints at the NCW stall,
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Seminar in Shimla |

NCW in collaboration with the Himachal Pradesh State Commission for Waoinen organrzed & national semmar on “Wormen: and
Development in Humalayan Mountun Region: [sspes & Concems™ im Shimla. Innugurating the programme, Dr Virbhadra Single, Chiel
Minister of Himsichal Pradesh mentioned the mew schemes for women announced by the Himachal govenment to-empower them. Dy, DR,
Shandif, Minister Social Justice and Empowerment discussed the
probiems faced by women of Himalayan Mountain region,

Speaking on the oconsion, NCW Chinrperson Mamta Sharmn
elaborated on the initiatives taken by NCW to adidress women's
isgues. Shie said thot there was need to educate women shout rules
and fnwsso that they become nware of their rights, She suid it was
necessary 10 curb soceil evils like famale foetscide, child mamages,
domestic vielence, etc,

Member Heminta Kheria in her introductory address said that
the probem of wormen in Himachal were different from that of other — Sitng on the das My, Jenal Chanded, My, Mamia Sharma, Dy
regions of the country as most of the populution lives in villuges,  Frbhadig Shogh, Dv DR Shandel and Ko, Hemlota Khoria
which has no link with the atics. As most woomen work m agrculnre, therminor gorls are Jefl ot home to loek sfter househod chores, They
are not &ent 10 school thus creating a vicious cirele of ignorince,

Earlicr, Smt, Jenab Chandel, Chairperson HE State Commission for Women delivered the welcome address and introduced issues
reluting io the problems of mountain women, Later, experts, scholars, educationists participated in a punel discussion suggestng some
deable recommensdnions, The recommendutions woild be sent by KOW Lo eoncermad mthoritics.

Seminar on Gender Violence

A national seminar sponsored by NCW on “Gender
Wiolenee omd its vpact on Women Life Cyele with Respect
tor Dowry System in India ™ was held at Jaipur 1 Rajasthan.

Delivering the insugural address, NCW Chairperson Ms
Mamta Sharma underscored the importance of sensitization
of the police and the justice delivery agencies becouse the.
attitude of the male police officers wwards women victims
of crime has always been biased and their complaints are
usitnlly misreported or downgraded, Later, representatives
of WGOs, scholars from varios imiversities discussed gender
violence and dowry ond-suggosted posisible remedial
measures, Apurt from stedents from varions unversities; the
participants also included women from rural villages, who - .
shured their problems, particulardy, related o dowry, Chairperson Mamia Sfrarma (cenire) g the seminar

MOCW received o complaint from o woman resident
of Ghaziabad in UP with regard (o domestic violence
and dowry harassment. The case was referfed (o the
concerned police for subinission of action thken report,
After intervention of Member Shaming Shafig. during
the second bearing, both parties consented for mutual
divoree and agreed to return the Stree Dhan and other
kelongings of the complatmant. Puring the last hearmg,
the car given during marriage, was handed over to the
complainant.
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Members® Visits

% Member Shamina Shafiq attended 8 programme on
“Empowerment of Women" orgamzed by the MNahonal
Forum for Peoples Rights at 51. Thomas School, Gurgaon
Speaking on the occasion, she stressed that NGOs should
come forward and help in achieving this goal. @ Ms.
Shafiq attended a national conference on “Voice of the
Victims' of Acid Attack™. She said that very often family
members were responsible for the acid attacks. She urged
that there should be & law to ban sale of acids in the open
market. She suggested instead of wating for povernment
assistance, the priovities of their families should be to give Member Shaming Shafig (contrel at the Conference
best possible medical aid at the earliest to the victim, The P i At

seminar came out with some recommendations which would be sent 1o the central government for further action.
@ The Member visited Gulbarga jail and inspected the women cell of the jail. The women complained about the
seepage on the roof of the cell and demanded appointment of a permanent lady medical officer.

& NCW Member Dr, Charu WaliKhanna attended a two-
day-workshop on sexual harassment st workplace
organized by the CBI Academy, in collaboration with UN
women at Ghaziabad, Speaking on the occasion, she said
it was imperative that Chairpersons and Members of the
Interna! Complaint Committees be tramed on how to
conduct such an enquiry. She stressed on the duties of the
employers to provide safe working environment at the
workplace and enguiries must be conducted in o non-
threatening stmosphere of mutual trust and respect for each
other, Each party must be given a chance to speak and
wormen should not be penalized iF they register complaints
® Dr. WaliKhanna was the Chief Guest at NCW national
seminar on violence against women mainly focusing on

;. L T nt

safety of women at Public places and Education Centres [y WoliKhavena, Member, NCW ap Workshop on Prevention of
organized by Heal India at Patna. @ Dr. WaliKhanna also Sexual Harassment ot Workplace in Private Sector in Pune
attended a programme jointly organized by Voith Industries Pvt. Ltd. And Maharashtra Chamber of Commerce and
Industries on prevention of sexual harassment at work place at public sectors in Pune. Speaking on the occasion, the
Member enumerated the salient features of Act and said that sexual harassment at work place infringes on the
fundamental nght of a woman to gender equality,

Enquiries undertaken by NCW

< Ms. Hemlata Kheria chaired an enguiry commitiee comprising Ms. Mansi Pradhun to enquire into 2 media repont
titled “Murder of a girl student afier gang rape”™, at Balugaon District, Odisha and also into another newspaper report
titled “Pipli minor girl raped for three months ™,

% Dr. Charu WaliKhanna as Chairperson of an enguiry committee visited Jhajjar to enguire into an alleged incident of
abduction and gang-rape of a girl by five men and two police persons.

for further information visit aur website al | www.new.nic.in
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