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Editors Column

Alarming rise in atrocities

committed agamst domestic workers
al the hands of their employers has
highlighted the need to bring »
centrial legislation to protect their
nghts and regulate this unorganized
sector,

Most domestic workers, who
hail from the marginalized sections
of the society. perform essential
household work in private homes and
a large number of them are migrant
workers, These workers face a wide
range of human rights violations,
including, excessive working howrs
without rest, non-payment of wiges,
forced confinement, physical and
sexual abuze. forced labour and
trafficking.

The domestic workers generally
do not protest against the inhuman
treatment meted ‘out to them, bul
continue  to suffer silemtly.
Occasionally, only a few cases of
such crimes come to light. Three
years ago. the Matonal Commission
for Women had drafied the
“Domestic Workers Welfare and

Social Security Act, 20007 Bifl,
highlighting the exploitative
hehaviour towards domestic workers.
The Bill, however, is still hanging firc
und yet to be passed,

The recent incident of extremse
abuse and brutal treatment meted out
o domestic mud by an MLA and
his wife is becoming & pan of day-to-
day city life and is testimony to the
vinlation of human rights of domestic
workers.

Unless there is proper legislation
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to safeguard the rights of domestic
workers by recognizing domestic
workers ags  workers' . ‘and
employers” homes as “workplaces”,
their working condition will not
improve and exploitation will
conlinue, As the domestic worker
sector remains unrcgulated, the
emplovers or the placement services,
which place them in various
households, will continee to enjoy
immunity from law, Unless, the

govermnment {ixes minimum wages
amd regulates working hours, interval
for rest, weekly holidays, etc.,
domestic workers will continue 1o be
subjected to inhuman treatment and
many more extreme incidents uare
bound o take place. Moreover, the
domestic workers are veéry often
victims of human trafficking and later
sold to peaple in the city, as domestic
niidy.

Many countries like the USA
and the Ialy do have Domestic
Workers Act, which protects the
rights of the workers, who are
protecied under the state human
rights law, which also safeguards
against racial and sexual harassment.

Dur government, tog, has an
unguestioned responsibility lo
provide justice to the poor. illiterate
and marginalized women, who very
often tum up as domestic workers to
supplement their meagre income.
However, laws alone cannot help
thenmy; the workers:must also be
sensitized to their rights and should
stand up against abuse and cruel
treatment meted owt 10 them.

Punjab hikes compensation to rape victims

The Punjab government has recently enhanced the compensation paid to rape and rape-cum-murder vietims and their
relatives. Maximum compensation of Rs. three lakh wouold be given to rape victims while up to Rs; four akh would
be given to the relatives of those murdered afier sexual assuult.

Eurlier, the compensation amount was Rs, two lakh for fape victims and Rs. theee lakh for ape-cum-murder,

Besides, the staic government also gives compensation of Rs. 50,000 to victims of human trufficking, child-abuse
ind Kidnapping, Rs. WLOO0D for simple loss or injury to child victims and Rs. 20,000 for rehabilitation of women and
children, Rs. three lakh is given to victims of acid attack in case of disfigurement of face and Bs. 500600 for other

Ccases and inpries.
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@ A special consultation was organized with the
Border Security Force in the State of West Bengal by
the Special Task Force and the Special Study Expent
Committee on Rape, Trafficking and Violence against
Women, on the occasion of the birth anmiversary of

.

Chetirperson and M. Shreeripa Mitra Claudluery
uf a BEF encfponr

Mahatma Gandhai

arranged with the border personnel.

An interactive progrimme was
The issues
discussed incloded violénce against women and the
plight of victims and survivors of rape and
trafficking. The evenl was attended by Ms, Mamta
Sharma, Ms Sreerupa Mitra Chaudhury and Shn
Kumawat.

#@ GAIL India Lod, And AROH Foundation jeintly
organized a conference on “Women Awareness and
Safety” in New Delhi. The objective of the conference
wiis to create awareness about women's rights, ¢xisting
and new law and order provisions for their safety and
launching of a helpline for the beneficianes of GARIMA
Project.

Chalrperson amd others displaving the helpline numbers

Speaking on the occasion, NCW Chairperson said
that the helpline number would be benelicial for women
as one could call up and register their complaints when
in distress. She also urged women to raise their voice
against infustice, harassment and violence, and assured
that NCW would always be by their side. Ms Muamta
Sharma and Dr. Chandra Tripathi. the first lady of GAIL,
taunched the helpline 1800-102-4373 for GARIMA
beneficiaries.

@ The Rajasthan Police Academy organized a seminar
on the *Role of Police and its Responsibility” at Taipur,
Kota and Bundi respectively, The objéctive of the

seminar was (o discuss alanming rise of crimes against

Cladrperson Being welcomed af Jaigiee efow | helady o

meEhing with Katd podice afficers.
women and what action can be taken to combat
them; About 41N} women police officers attended the
Addressang P W
Chairperson, Ms., Mamita Sharma said in India there

conference. the seminar
has been systematic decline in values and ethics, There
is need for education for girls to bring about all-round
development in the society, Women police officets can
he empowered through proper tramning and they should
play an important role in helping the society.

d

Rashira Mahila, Movember 2003



< A detegation of 30 journalists from different departments of
Vidharba recently visited Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi.
The tour was organized by the Director General of Information
and Public Relation, Government of Maharashtra. The
delegaton later visited the Natioaal Commission for Women
and interacted with Member, Adv, Nirmala Samant
Prabhavalkar and discussed women-related issues, including
violence and torture against women. The delegation also
collected information on the procedures adopted by the
Commission to deal with complaints received by it. @ Member
Prabhavalkar visited Central Detective Training School |

Member Mirmalo Samoant Proffosatbar ieracting

Ghaziabad in UP to innugurate a workshop on "Self with the delegates

Development and Conflict Management’. She adidressed women pofice efficers and urged them to be sware of their duties and
responsinlitics,

& Member Shamina Shafeq maogurated & Free Eye Check up

 Children Laboor

Campr in Sitapur, @ The Member was the Chief Guest at a
Stgte-level Public Hearing on Bonded Labour organized by
People’s Vigilonce Committee on Human Rights in Lucknow,
@ The Member also visited Shahjahanpur 1 UP o attend
Mahila Kizon Sammelan osganized by Vinobha Sewa Sansthan
which waorks towards empowerment of women, @ Ms Shatig

Uctober, 2013
Fried bielia Aavaddly, Lodkemou

addressed o gathering of Dalit and Minority women at o Blood
Danation Camp organized by the Nagonal Commission lor
Bchoduled Castes. She orged the participants 1o atiend health-
reluted camps throogh this blood donstion drive. @ The
Member visited Sitapur District and atiended a preparatory
meeting with the Chief Development Officer o address the
role of elected women representatives (0 address gender-based violence af the focal level

%+ NCW Member. Dr Charu WaliKhanno, was the Chief Guest at “Training for 1PS Trainees” at Sardor Vallabhbhai Patel
Maronal Police Academy, Hyderabad, organized with technical support from Centre for Advocacy und Research, Delivering the
key-note address. the Member said this was the right time 1o
sensitise the probationers on laws, rights and approaches to

Member Shaming Shaflg o the pubilc hearng

pidicing which should be participatory rither than authorty-
cenfered policing, @ Dr WiliKhanna was the goest speaker al
the workshop on “Improving Women's Security in India™
orgamized by the Instiode for Confhel Mohogement and
BPR&D, She spoke an™ Challenges of justice delivery system
for women”, @ The Meémber was also the Chiet Guest at the
relcase functinn of the report on “Uhild Marmage in South
Azin”, orgunised by CREA, o Delhi-bused feminest homam
rights organisation, @ She nddressed the National Conference
on “Warmen Rights are Human Rights @ Role of Judiciary 1o

transform the rhetonc into reality”™ organised by Ponjab and  Dr Chare WoliKhamma (right) was ar the werkehap on lmproving
Chandigarh Judicial Academy. WHIEN 3 SECUrITy

Lk

Rashtra Mahila, November 2003



Inquiries undertaken by NCW

NCW Member, Hemlata Kheria, along with social sctivist Manasi Pradhan, enguired into media report appearing
in different newspapers titled “teacher set on {ire, blames official”. Repontedly, 4 school teacher was set on fire
in (idisha’s Rayagada District, allegediy becanse she refused to withdraw a sexual harassment complaint against
a sub-mspector of schools, who has been hiding for past two months, They also enguired into media repont *30-
year-old Iady raped by six persons and photographs taken in mobiles in Banpur Thana, Khueda District, Odisha
The team enguired inlo & newspaper report titded *17-year-old girl held hostage for four days and allegedly gang-
raped by six men” at Bindhnima Village, Cuttack District, Odisha, They also enquired into media reports tithed
“Womian raped at gunpoint” in Odisha.

Taking suo moto cognizance, Member Nirmala Samant Prabhavalkar snquired mio a media repont “minor gang
raped by forcing her to consume alcobol.” The meident took place near Goregaon in Mumbai.

Dr Charu WaliKhanna chared an Enquiry Commitiee to enqguire info incidents of uafficking in Jharkhand. Dr
Walikhanna also chaired an Enquiry Committee (o inguire into the ncidents of trafficking in West Bengal.

The North East Cell

The Commission has decided to constitute a North East Cell in the NCW., The cell will handle complaints recerved
[rom North East States on line or by post and take suo motu copnizance in respect of North East cazes. It will also
process résearch stadies, seminars and Tegal awareness programme proposals received from the North East Siate
Commissions for Women, Universities, research bodies, NGOs ete. The Cell will deal with administrative and
organizational issues, legal reviews and monitor utilization of budgetary funds allocated for the North East region.

Well done NCW

The MNational Commission for Women appreciates the decision of the Chief Minister of Maharashtra . Shri Prithviraj
Chavan and Minister of State for Women & Child Development for sanctiomng Bs. three lakh o an acid attack
victime NCW Member Minmala Samant Prabhavalkar had taken special interest inthe case, and played an important
role in getting the money sanctioned by the State Government.

Important Decisions

# A New Delhi trial court his acquitted a youth of the charge of raping and kidnapping o minor girl and termid

therr marmiage valid and said that “Chald marriage contracied ‘with a female of less than 18 years or a male of
leas than 21 years would nod be a void marriage boi woidable ane, which would become valid if no steps are
taken by such a child seeking declaration of this marriage as void”. The judee further pointed oot thar the girl
had many opportunities (o ecscape [rom the residence of the scoused's friend 10 Baibar, where the duo hyved as
hushand and wife, but she did not.

A Division Bench of the Bombay High Court has ruled that Indian parents shoold be given preference in chifd
adoption over NElIs, OCls (Overseas citizens of India) and foreign nationals. The Bench said “only if a child
is nofaccepted by Indian parents and the adopiion agencies, on account of their expecience, come 0 (he
conclusion that the child i not likely to be taken in adoption by Indian parents. then it should be shown to the
foreign parenis’,

A Delhi court has ruled that o woman has right over the property of her husband but she cannot claim a property
of her parents=in-law, The court sad “wunder no cwrcumstances can she thrust hersell on the parents: of her
hushand or cin cliim & right 1o live i their house sgainst their consent und wishes".

for further information visit our website al 7 WWW.new.nic.in
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